GREEN RIVER PLANTATION
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Late in April 1865, Green River Plantation
received uninvited guests: a detachment of TS,
cavalrymen, likely part of Col. William .
Palmer'’s brigade of Stoneman’s raiders. Hungry
men and horses in need of forage filled the vard.
According to family tradition, horses cquartered
in the house left hoofprints in the parlor floor
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STONEMAN'S RAID

Union Gen. Alvan C. Gillem’s brigade of
otoneman’s command entered Polk County from
Rutherford County and rode through Columbus
on April 22, after Confederate forces blocked
Gillem’s path to Asheville at Swannanoa Gap. He
ordered Col. William J, Palmer, who was taking
another route, to establish his headquarters in
Rutherfordton, then follow Gillem’s force. Palmer
remained in Rutherfordton until April 26 (the
day Confederate Gen. Joseph E. Johnston surren-
dered near Durham), then marched about ten
miles west, to this vicinity, and bivouacked. The
next day, Stoneman ordered Palmer tojoin in the
pursuit of Confederate President Jefferson Davis,
who had fled south from Virginia. Palmer turned

around and took up the chase into South Carolina.

Arcther Union foraging party armived at Green River Plardationin
Novamber 1863, Mar zaret Carson Weaver, who owmed the proparty,
wrote to har nisce on Nowernber 14
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Josaph IMeDowell Carson, born af the
Carson House in MeDowell Courdy, bualt
thiz house earlyin the 19th cerdury, It
reflects Faderal-style architecture rermod
eled about mideardury in the Greek
Reavival style, Carson died in 1860, His
zon Jobn Mondezuma Carson endisted in
Co. B (Butler Guards), 2nd Scaath Carclina
Infantry, in May 1861 and was wournded

in the First Battle of Manassas on July 21,
1851, Within hours of the battls, traire
carmiad many of the casualties to the zan-
eral hospital in Charlottesville, Wirginia,
John M, Carson died of wonnds there
about a week labar; hiz body was brought
homne for burdalin the family caretary
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Route of Stoneman's Raid in
Tenressae, Virgirda, and North
Carclina, March-April 1865




